106              THE CHALLENGE OF FACTS
before classes which formerly passed their lives in a
dull round of ignorance and drudgery. This chance
has brought with it the same alternative which accom-
panies every other opportunity offered to mortals.
Those who were wise and able to profit by the chance
succeeded grandly; those who were negligent or unable
to profit by it suffered proportionately. The result has
been wide inequalities of wealth within the industrial
classes. The net result, however, for all, has been the
cheapening of luxuries and a vast extension of physi-
cal enjoyment. The appetite for enjoyment has been
awakened and nourished in classes which formerly never
missed what they never thought of, and it has produced
eagerness for material good, discontent, and impatient
ambition. This is the reverse side of that eager uprising
of the industrial classes which is such a great force in
modern life. The chance is opened to advance, by
industry, prudence, economy, and emigration, to the
possession of capital; but the way is long and tedious.
The impatience for enjoyment and the thirst for luxury
which we have mentioned are the greatest foes to the
accumulation of capital; and there is a still darker side
to the picture when we come to notice that those who
yield to the impatience to enjoy, but who see others
outstrip them, are led to malice and envy. Mobs
arise which manifest the most savage and senseless
disposition to burn and destroy what they cannot
enjoy. We have already had evidence, in more than
one country, that such a wild disposition exists and
needs only opportunity to burst into activity.
The origin of socialism, which is the extreme devel-
opment of the sentimental philosophy, lies in the un-
disputed facts which I described at the outset. The
socialist regards this misery as the fault of society. He